THE  EVOLUTION  OF  PEACE.                  261

as for instance in 1441, when Charles VII. of France
exposed English prisoners to the people of Paris chained
together like dogs, and then threw bound into the Seine
those among them who were too poor to redeem them-
selves from captivity. About the time of our King Edward
III. the custom arose for a king or general to buy
prisoners of rank from their captors. Thus Edward
bought John of France for 10,000 livres, and afterwards
fixed his ransom at ^1,500,000 of our money. Some-
times prisoners whose ransoms were known were given
by one person to another, or transferred in payment of a
debt like cheques or bank notes. The next step was to
have a fixed scale according to which the king could
purchase prisoners of high rank from those to whom
they had surrendered. After that a ransom scale was
fixed for all prisoners. In the seventeenth century
international agreements for ransom according to a fixed
scale came into vogue, and the requisite funds 'were'
provided by the state. About the same time we find
exchange, which had been mentioned with approval by
Grotius, becoming common as an alternative to ransom,
and sometimes states joined the two together in one
agreement. The date of the last cartel for ransom is
said to be 1780. From that time onwards exchange
remained the sole method whereby belligerents could
during the war obtain the release from captivity of
their soldiers and sailors who had fallen into the hands
of the enemy. But in modern times a modified degree
of freedom is often granted to prisoners by accepting
their parole. That is to say they give their word of
honour not to fight against their captors during the war,
or they pledge themselves not to leave a definite district.
In the first case they are set at liberty altogether, and